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PRINCIPAL’S PEN

| need to share some significant issues with our school
community. One relates to the safety of our children and
the other to their learning.

Despite several reminders about safe driving at drop off
and pick up times we have a significant number of
parents who choose to park or drive in a dangerous
fashion. It is truly bewildering to observe u- turns on the
pedestrian crossings, speedy turns into the teacher
carpark, double parking, parking in disabled carparks
and extended stays on double yellow lines. We ask
ourselves; AWhat is it about child safety that these adults
dond get!o

An example is that when one parks on the double yellow
lines next to the Grande Vue Road crossing, the
patrollers have their vision of the road and approaching
cars obstructed. We hear parents explain to us that it is
only for a minute, but that is not the point.

We have alerted the local police to the fact that we have
a serious issue at Hillpark, and they are monitoring the
situation. We have been instructed to send photos of
offending cars to them to deal with. | also ask you to
think of the safety of children and staff here who all have
responsibility for ensuring safety.

Some parents and caregivers will have received
lateness and attendance letters this week. These
indicate that your children have been late seven or more
times this term or if there have been long or unexplained
absences. We are required by the Ministry of Education
to address both issues. Thank you to parents who have
engaged with us to find an ongoing solution.

Where we cand agree on a solution we have no option
but to report the matter to truancy services, because the
needs of the child must come first.

When we analyse achievement data there is often a
correlation between being consistently late for school
and underachievement. Extended breaks from school for
optional reasons such as visiting relatives in another
country also has a detrimental effect on learning. When
this occurs on an annual basis the problem is
compounded.

Thank you for the great support for children as they
participated in the Adidas Fun Run last Thursday. We
will give you an update on funds raised toward providing
our students with modern
furniture in the classrooms in
the next newsletter.

The Executive Leadership Team meets with parents of children
involved in achievement focus groups tonight. We are thrilled
with the response and look forward to discussing what we are
doing and sharing learning resources with you.

Similarly we have Learning Conferences this week for those in
Years 1-3 who have annual anniversaries of their learning at
Hillpark. The children are prepared and ready to share their
learning and next steps.

Lastly, to end our power packed week, the Tui Team Triathlon
and our Celebration Assembly feature this Friday. All whanau
welcome!

Ka kite
Gavin Beere

ADIDAS FUN RUN

Well done and thanks for all your work and
time with your tamariki for the Adidas Fun Run.

So far we have raised $5451.87

Please have all money to your class teacher by
Friday 7 April.

LOST PROPERTY:
Lost property will be cleared at the end of the
term. Please check for any lost items.

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SALES:
-fl;hllilrSdaY]-?,th 8.30 TO 9.00 AM in the school
all.

Register for school banking today and save for
tomorrow!
Forms in the foyer at the elephant.

Try to save some money every time you
get some.

If you get pocket money or a gift of money,
try not to spend it all at once.

Welcome to all our new families and whanau
who have started here as new entrants or families who
have moved into the area. Have a great year.
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Wrap it up is making life even easier for our school by
automatically sending your payment information from
Wrap it Up through to our School Student
Management system.

To work, the email registered with the school must
match the email address in Wrap it Up.

DATES TO REMEMBER:

7 April: Tui team Triathlon

13 April: Second Hand Uniform sales-8.30am
13 April: Last day Term 1

14 April: Good Friday

GYMNASTICS NEXT TERM—WEEK 1
$15.00 PER CHILD

NO PARKING

NOT 5 MINUTES
NOT 30 SECONDS
NOT AT ALL!
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We are collecting

fiyummy Stickerso

To win our share of over
$2 000 000 worth of free
Sports gear for our school!

Buy the Yummy apple brand and
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SECOND HAND UNIFORM SALES:

Second Hand Uniforms will be for sale on the last
day of this term (13 April) between 8.30-9.15am in
the school hall. If you have any old uniforms you
wf?uld like to donate — please hand them in at the
office.
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